
Jewish Leaders Respond to Animal Abuse at AgriProcessors

On November 30, People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) released undercover video footage of 
systematic animal abuse at AgriProcessors, Inc. (Postville, Ia.), the largest glatt kosher slaughterhouse in the world.  

The video documented fully conscious cattle having their tracheas and esophagi ripped from their throats, their 
sensitive faces shocked with electric prods, and languishing for up to three minutes after their throats had been slit. 

The statement below represents the response of Jewish leaders from across the Jewish world.

The Statement:

As Rabbis and lay-leaders from across the Jewish world, we come together to express our deep concern about the 
mistreatment of animals at AgriProcessors in Postville, Iowa.  Judaism’s powerful tradition of teaching compassion 

for animals has been violated by these systematic abuses and needs to be reasserted.  We urge AgriProcessors to 
desist from these abuses. Shechita can be more humane than other modern methods of slaughter when done right 

and we urge that it be done so in all kosher slaughter plants.  

AgriProcessors should stop moving animals or performing any procedure on them after shechita and before loss of 
consciousness [1], particularly ripping out the animal’s trachea.  The use of electric prods should be ended [2].  

Shochetim and plant personnel should be trained to provide as calm an atmosphere for the animals as possible and 
should know the signs of a conscious animal.  Animals who are not rendered quickly insensible by shechita should 

be rendered insensible through the use of the captive bolt in a timely fashion (these animals will not be kosher).  An 
upright pen (preferred by the Orthodox Union, the Rabbinical Assembly, and prominent animal welfare experts 

such as Dr. Temple Grandin of Colorado State University [3]) should be used to restrain large animals rather than 
devices which stress the animals by inverting them (such as the Facomia and Weinberg pens). If meat is actively 

being exported to Israel and the Israeli chief rabbinate requires inversion, the inversion process should be optimized 
so that it is capable of passing a legitimate third party audit to reduce animal distress [4].

We further urge the Orthodox Union and other kosher certification agencies to institute specific, public guidelines 
for the humane treatment of animals in all the facilities they certify.  These guidelines should include all the recom-

mendations indicated above in the case of AgriProcessors.

Affiliations are for identification purposes only.  The following individuals represent 
only their own views.

If you are a Rabbi and would like to add your name to the petition please email aarongross@post.harvard.edu.
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